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Academy Announces Five New Living Legends 
Distinguished nurse leaders will be celebrated during the Annual Conference and 

Meeting on November 11th, 2010 
 

Washington, DC (September 2, 2010) – The American Academy of Nursing (AAN) is pleased to honor five nurse 
leaders as Living Legends for their extraordinary accomplishments and life-time achievements. Designation as a 
Living Legend represents AAN’s highest recognition. This year’s class of Living Legends includes: 

• Billye J. Brown, EdD, RN, FAAN, former Dean of Nursing of the University of Texas-Austin, former 
President American Association of Colleges of Nursing; 

• Donna Diers, PhD, RN, FAAN, former Dean of Yale School of Nursing and former editor of Image: The 
Journal of Nursing Scholarship; 

• Norma M. Lang, PhD, RN, FRCN, FAAN, former Margaret Bond Simon Dean and Professor of Nursing, 
University of Pennsylvania, School of Nursing, current Wisconsin Regent Distinguished Professor and 
Aurora Professor of Health Care Quality and Informatics, University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, College of 
Nursing; 

• Barbara Nichols, DHL, MS, RN, FAAN, current CEO Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing 
Schools, and first black President of the American Nurses Association; and 

• Betty S. Williams, DrPH, RN, FAAN, President Emerita, National Coalition of Ethnic Minority Nurse 
Associations, and co-founder National Black Nurses Association. 

 
Since the initiation of the award in 1994, the Academy has honored 77 Living Legends as a way to commemorate 
distinguished careers that have impacted health care through contributions to nursing practice, research and 
education. A recognition ceremony is scheduled for November 11, 2010, the opening night of the AAN Annual 
Conference and Meeting at the Grand Hyatt Washington, Washington, DC. A reception will follow.  
 
“We unite across generations of leadership as we celebrate the career contributions of these distinguished nurse 
leaders,” said AAN President Catherine L. Gilliss, DNSc, RN,FAAN. “We are inspired by their values and 
commitment and we hope to build on their success as we lead into the future.” 
 
Each year, the AAN Board of Directors solicits nominations for Living Legends, vets the qualifications of each 
candidate, and selects a class of Living Legends. To be eligible, a Living Legend must have been a Fellow for at 
least 15 years, and have demonstrated sustained influence and contributions to nursing, health care or the health 
care community. 
 
“These five nurse leaders have influenced hundreds of nurses who follow in their paths,” said AAN Board Member 
Patricia Yoder-Wise, EdD, RN, CNAA-BC, ANEF, FAAN. “They have provided the guidance and mentoring to 
bring the next generation of outstanding nurses to the position of global influence.” 

 
### 

The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in 
health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy. The Academy’s mission is to 

serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 
and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 


